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The Bailey Theatre is re-aligning the Society 
Reporting to correspond with our fiscal year and 
theatre season calendar which runs from August 
1 to July 31. This report covers the first seven 
months of 2020 and we will prepare an annual 
report for the period of Aug 2020 – July 2021 
to present at our next AGM in the fall of 2021.  
Once again, the annual report is paperless to save 
resources and reach a wider audience.  
Please click on the links below to learn more.  
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Arts venues struggle at the best of times to make ends meet. The Bailey Theatre 
is no exception. Through the 2020 challenges, we have become a stronger 
organization. Oh yes, there were many differing opinions about what and how to 
do things. Like others, we have never travelled these roads. 

The closure in March and uncertainty of how long this would last, forced us to 
make hard decisions, revisit how we did things and reach out for help. 

We were very grateful the community responded. We learned how much the 
community cared about The Bailey and how people valued and missed cultural 
opportunities. We also learned how significant this heritage venue is to Camrose 
and Alberta. Several people and organizations stepped up to lend their support. 

The journey is far from over. We need to continue to look at different ways to 
generate funds to cover our daily costs, reduce costs and reinvent ourselves.  
We need to plan for when we get the green light from AHS to reopen. New ideas 
will continue to rise up from the challenge. 

What is certain is we will be there to gather community, support Canadian arts 
and once again present life’s entertaining moments. 
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people
Volunteers

Stepping up to be the 
Heart of The Bailey

Volunteers play a key role on a grand 
scale, which was never more evident 
than this year. 2020 saw 124 volunteers 
doing event duties and board and 
committee responsibilities. Once 
Alberta Health Services required the 
theatre to shut down, volunteers 
assumed cleaning, repairs and 
maintenance along with Box Office and 
book keeping roles, and the Flea Market 
in the spring. The Board stayed active 
fundraising and strategic planning to 
prepare for a better future. What a 
versatile and devoted crew!

I like The Bailey because my hard  
work is what I give back to the 
community. In return I gain new  
friends, enjoyment and the comfort  
being with others. 

I volunteer at The Bailey 
because I love the story and 
the huge role it played in our 
community history.

Bailey people form my community 
and it is the central meeting place 
to see so many familiar faces.  Great outlet for my 

creative impulses, 
wonderful people 
all very positive 
doers.

I give back to the 
community, I love 
the arts and it feels 
special to feel needed 
and wanted. 

I volunteer at The Bailey 
because I love it and I feel 
connected to the community 
via The Bailey.

I do miss The Bailey and 
all the people there.  
We WILL return.

The Bailey is a cause; a place for 
us to work together to save some 
history while living today.  

Our joys are with each other –   
sharing and creating memories.  
The Bailey Theatre holds over a century of those  
memories and the support and love of so many of us  
who have experienced the gifts it offers. We feel it in that 
moment of quiet just before the next performance begins.



people
Board of Directors

We have been graced with dedicated and talented staff at The 
Bailey Theatre. We want to thank the following people who 
worked hard right up until our closure in March:  Your 2021 membership is now available on The Bailey website 

for $25.00. Here’s how you benefit: 
•	 You	make	a	difference	by	supporting	cultural	events	at	The	Bailey	
•	 You	receive	regular	updates	
•	 You	have	the	opportunity	to	join	The	Bailey	volunteer	team	
•	 You	have	the	opportunity	to	vote	at	the	Annual	General	Meeting
•	 You	will	help	to	keep	this	heritage	venue	thriving

Staff
Bailey Theatre Society Membership

Front row(left to right) David Roth, Celia Leathwood, Margaret Holliston, Leslie Lindballe, Barb 
Stroh, David Francoeur and Jack Lowe, Back row: (left to right) Mike Hicks and Colleen Nelson

Bailey Board Members elected in January 2020: 

President David Francoeur 
Past President Judy McLean 
Vice President Barbara Stroh 
Treasurer Celia Leathwood
Secretary Colleen Nelson

Directors Mike Hicks
 Margaret Holliston* 
 Leslie Lindballe
 Jack Lowe*
 Carman Mason 
 David Roth

 * Stepped down in 2020

Box Office 
Jamie Cole
Krista Larouque 

Service Coordinator
Andrew Gilchrist 
Production Coordinator
Simon Williams 

Bookkeeper
Janice Shumyla 

Technicians
Al Chomlack
Craig Hansen

Hospitality  
& Facility
Natalie Lockhart
Sharon Francoeur
Lea Miller
Dan Morris
Josh Borgel
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Highlights
events

From January 1 to July 31, 2020 The Bailey Theatre was able to 
host fifteen events. This included our first live stream concert 
featuring 39 acts. We also offered a ten day Flea Market and 
hosted one private wedding. Over 2,777 patrons attended/
viewed the performances while hundreds visited the Flea 
Market. The pandemic closed the theatre for four months.

Matilda the Musical
The Bashaw Community Theatre warmed hearts with this story 
of an extraordinary girl who dares to take a stand and change 
her own destiny. The huge cast and supporters put on two 
outstanding performances.  

Matt Andersen
Wowed the near sell out crowd 
with his power house voice, thank 
you to Rose City Roots Music 
Society for bringing Matt back to 
The Bailey.

Quotes from Matilda the Musical:
My kids love to hear the stories 
about The Bailey’s history!
Ben Wilson aka Mr. Wormwood
I loved being on the big stage, the 
theatre is so big we got lost going 
to our dressing room
Sawyer Sylvester aka Bruce

The Heart of The Bailey

 A little girl’s first live theatre



Nordly’s Film Fest
Congratulations to the Nordly’s team for an 
exceptional  long weekend of films and fun.

Godfrey Blaque Band 
Godfrey	Blaque	Band	rocked	the	Leap	Year	
night away with their favorite classic rock 
tunes.  

Snowed in Comedy
The four comedians did not disappoint, they 
brought in a huge dump of snow, large crowd 
and a load of laughs. 

Highlights
events

Nordly’s Film Fest

Godfrey Blaque

Guitar players Dennis Guftavson and Jorden Leden

Colleen Nelson clears a  
path to the Snowed In  

Comedy Tour

The Bailey will always be near and dear to my heart and 
here’s to another 110 years of entertaining the good people of 
Camrose with one of the most gorgeous venues in the country. 
Paul Myrehaug, Snowed in Comedy

The Heart of The Bailey



Flea Market
The massive market held in March was 
planned pre COVID. It turned out to be 
a big success for the theatre, thanks to 

our overwhelming community 
support and the hard work of 
volunteers. Donations continued 
to multiply. It was heartwarming 
during difficult times. 

Highlights
events

Quotes from the Flea Market:
All went well! All donated items found 
new homes and nothing went to the 
landfill. Special thanks to all the 
dedicated volunteers who helped.   
Judy McLean, Flea market chair

I enjoyed unpacking boxes and pricing.  
I worked with great people and Judy 
did a wonderful job.  Volunteer

The Heart of The Bailey
Many people new to The 
Bailey Theatre, enjoyed 
the heart-warming movie 
Peanut Butter Falcon, from 
the Toronto Film Festival. 
The Camrose County Reeve 
Cindy Trautman

Peanut Butter Falcon
From the Toronto Film Festival, Peanut 
Butter Falcon,  hosted at The Bailey by 
Reeve Cindy Trautman, follows a young 
man with Down’s syndrome who escapes 
from an assisted living facility and 
befriends a wayward fisherman  
on the run. The two men form a bond 
while a social worker tries to track them.  
The film was made possible by the 
Camrose County stage sponsorship.

Flea Market

Judy McLean



Highlights
events

From Our Hearts To Yours 
virtual concert 
Leslie Lindballe (right) hosted The 
Bailey’s first ever virtual concert.  
We stayed connected with 
performers, our community and 
patrons. We had amazing response 
from talented performers locally  
and from right across Canada.                     

Back Porch Swing

continued on next page

The Ennis Sisters

George Canyon
Arnold White  
   Somewhere in Between 
Back Porch Swing
Brittany & Halley Bailey
Calvin Volrath
Cory Vanderjagt
David Myles
Ed Sullivan Tribute
Ennis Sisters
Godfrey Blaque
Make Good Art - Video by  
   Story Brokers Media House
Small Glories - Cara Luft
Sweet Alibi
Jessica Dostie & Jordan Ledene

Lisa Cummings 
Marj Pudlowski
Maya Rathnavalu
Infinite Imagination
Paul Myrehaug 
Rich Hope
Roger Admiral
Ryan McMahon
Scott Cook*
Stephen Fearing
Stephen Olson
Myra Marshall & Tom Lichak
Verlyn Olson, Past stories  
   of The Bailey Theatre
Darcy Polny - Art Show
Wooden Horsemen

The virtual concert line-up:

Marj Pudlowski

Calvin Volrath

Myra Marshall & Tom Lichak

The Heart of The Bailey
What a crazy time we find ourselves in. 
The entertainment business has taken a 
big hit. I sure enjoy playing at The Bailey 
and do hope to come back again once this 
pandemic is lifted. I was happy to be a part 
of your concert. 
Calvin Volrath, North American Fiddle 
Champion
We love to contribute to the beautiful 
Bailey Theatre.                Ennis Sisters

David Myles

Sweet Alibi



Highlights
events

We really enjoyed being at The Bailey Theatre 
and hope to return again. 
George Canyon
These are tough times indeed, and I would be 
more than happy to contribute a performance 
and message for this cause. The Bailey Theatre 
most certainly holds a very special place in our 
hearts! I want to help in any way I can. 
Steven Bedall, Wooden Horsemen
We’d love to do something. Here’s hoping 
that when things start to lift and shift our 
communities will rally behind venues and 
artists, finding ways to celebrate live music and 
the arts, and continue to offer their support. 
Cara Luft, Small Glories 2020 JUNO  
Award Nominee: Traditional Roots Album  
of the Year
Totally! Every show I’ve ever played with you 
guys has been a blast.” 
Jesse Dostie, Bailey Buckaroos & Jesse Bird

The Heart of The Bailey

Small Glories

From Our Hearts To Yours 
virtual concert  continued

Rose City Music Society and the Story 
Brokers Media House helped produce  
the show.
A Go Fund Me campaign launched during 
the From Our Hearts To Yours virtual 
concert, helped us keep the lights on  
our beautiful old theatre when it was 
closed due to the Pandemic. Hundreds 
viewed and enjoyed the concert. 

Fragile   by Darcy Polny Roger Admiral

Wooden Horsemen

George Canyon

Infinite Imagination

Scott Cook

Ryan McMahon



Highlights
events

Marquee Rising  
Sneak Preview
A sneak preview documenting the 
history of The Bailey Theatre came 
to The Bailey silver screen this July.  
Telus StoryHive funded the film and 
Story Brokers Media House produced 
the half-hour film Marquee Rising. 

The Heart of The Bailey
The talented film team interviewed local 
folks involved with The Bailey over the years 
in different capacities and expertly edited 
this footage with artifacts, historic photos 
and events on stage. Telus will formally 
release the Final Cut on the Telus Optik 
cable channel in June 2021. 
Executive Producer David Roth

Colleen and Brian Nelson

Descendents of Stan Bailey: Barb Stroh, Bob Bailey, Mary Jean Stuart and 
John(Bud) Stuart 

David Roth introduces 
Marquee Rising
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Bailey SupportCommunity

Camrose Energy donation

Camrose Arts Council donation

Nordly’s Film Fest donationUniversal Bottle Depot donation

Supporters
We are grateful for the support in 
the first part of 2020.

u Battle River Community
Foundation

u Camrose Booster
u Camrose Morning News   
u Universal Bottle Depot
u Nordly’s Film Fest
u Artsvest
u The Bethany Group
u Camrose Arts Council
u Camrose Tourism 
u Camrose County
u	Camrose Energy
u Story Brokers Media House
u Alberta Foundation for 
 the Arts      
u Lea and Darcy Polny
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Heritage Venue Refresh   
Over the summer while we were shut 
down, volunteers refreshed things which 
needed attention. A crew cleaned up the 
roof where pigeons spend too much time, 
another crew painted the corridors walls 
downstairs. Two of our front doors had 
begun to show effects of too much rain 
and were replaced with new insulated 
steel doors. The last of the LED fixtures 
were installed in the lobby and some 
lighting ballasts were replaced. The 
refresh will continue into the fall. Thank 
you to the Battle River Community 
Foundation for assisting with some of 
the expenses.

Finance and FacilityFinance
$

2020 expenses  (%)

26
19

10
4

staffing

performance

Facility

Administration

interest

Food & beverage

38

2

The first seven months of 2020 were 
challenging but inspirational as well.  
The theatre was doing very well through 
January and February and we had a 
wonderful line up for The Bailey going right 
through into the summer. Unfortunately, 
the world had other plans – COVID came 
along and turned everything upside down.   
We sadly had to lay off all of our paid staff 
and shutter the theatre effective March 
14. What could have been a terrible time 
instead revealed the remarkable generosity 

2020 Income  (%)

38
13

10
2

tickets

grants & Donors

Rental income

other

Food & beverage

36

of our community. We managed to keep 
our heads above water and pay the bills 
throughout the first part of the year 
because our volunteers, donors, sponsors 
and artists all came through with such 
amazing generosity. This is my first term 
as treasurer and I am so appreciative of 
the support we have received.  We are 
doing our best to pay back that generosity 
by taking care of the theatre and making 
sure The Bailey will be here for generations 
to come.
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The Statement of Financial Position can be viewed on our website at www.baileytheatre.com


